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CONFIDENTIAL VIENTIANE 0572 

BANGKOK PLEASE PASS UDORN ELECTRICALLY 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINS, LA, UR, MILI 

SUBJECT: REPORTS OF RUSSIANS KILLED IN LAOS 

REF: BANGKOK 14096 

1 . A WESTERN DIPLOMAT HAS TOLD US THAT HE ASKED SOVIET 
AMBASSADOR PODOLSKI MAY 18 ABOUT THE BANGKOK WORLD STORY 
OF 14 SOVIET MILITARY ADVISORS BEING KILLED MAY 16 IN AN 
AMBUSH 19 KILOMETERS FROM VIENTIANE. PODOLSKI REPORTEDLY 
REPLIED, ' LIES, ALL LIES," AND COMMENTED THAT THE 
"CAPILIST PRESS" OFTEN PRINNTED "NONSENSE" ABOUT THE NUMBER 
OF SOVIET PERSONNEL IN LAOS AND ABOUT THEIR ACTIVITIES. 
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2. PODOLSKI TOLD OUR SOURCE THAT THE ONLY THING THE 
CAPITALIST PRESS HAD GOTTEN RIGHT ABOUT SOVIET ACTIVITY 
IN LAOS IN RECENT MONTHS HAD BEEN THE REPORT OF A MIG-21 
CRASH EARLIER THIS YEAR. (ON MARCH 2 THE SOVIET MILITARY 
ATTACHE ALSO CONFIRMED THIS INCIDENT AS REPORTED IN 
VIENTIANE 289.) 
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3. EMBASSY BANGKOK (REFTEL) IS QUITE RIGHT IN POINTING 
OUT THAT THE DISTANCE BETWEEN THE MEKONG RIVER AND 
KILOMETER 19 ON THE VIENTIANE-PAK SANE HIGHWAY MAKES 
THE REPORT AS CARRIED IN THE WORLD HIGHLY UNLIKELY. 
THERE IS THE POSSIBILITY, HOWEVER. THAT THE INCIDENT 
COULD HAVE TAKEN PLACE AT KILOMETER 19 ON THE VIENTIANE- 
THA DEUA ROAD (WHICH EVENTUALLY JOINS THE PAK SANE 
HIGHWAY). THIS SPOT WOULD BE QUITE CLOSE TO THE MEKONG. 
IN AN EFFORT TO CHECK OUT THIS POSSIBILITY, WE HAVE 
ASKED VARIOUS LOCAL SOURCES WHO USE THE THA DEUA ROAD 
IF THEY HAD NOTICE ANYTHING IN THE LAST COUPLE OF DAYS. 
ALL RESPONSES SO FAR HAVE BEEN NEGATIVE. 

4. OUR ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER WILL BE GOING TO THA DEUA 
THIS MORNING (MAY 19) WITH AN EMBASSY TRUCK ON HIS WAY 
TO BANGKOK. WE HAVE ASKED HIM TO MAKE A MENTAL NOTE OF 
ANYTHING OUT OF THE ORDINARY BETWEEN KILOMETERS 18 AND 
20 ON THE THA DEUA ROAD AND TO REPORT HIS FINDINGS TO 
EMBASSY BANGKOK ON HIS ARRIVAL. 

ROBERTS 
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